
Dear Incoming Sophomore Class of 2021,

Congratulations! You have successfully met the criteria to advance into your sophomore year of high school.

I know you must be excited! You’re no longer the youngest of the bunch! You made it past a very unique,
challenging, and mostly virtual year of school, even though you thought it would never end. You should be proud
of yourselves!

I’m sure you’re all looking forward to meeting your new teachers, and reconnecting with the friends you may
have lost touch with over this past year. With this in mind and understanding all of the challenges we have faced,
I am asking you to submit a creative assignment as your summer reading task.

One of our primary goals is to develop lifelong readers and learners. In addition to this, as rising sophomores, our
goal is to prepare you for the rigor and critical thinking that will be expected of you in the upper half of your high
school years, college, and the real world. Summer reading is an opportunity for you to practice the
comprehension, analytical, and annotation skills learned throughout the year while reading a thought-provoking
and enjoyable book. Your assignment consists of three parts, (1) one book required of all incoming sophomores,
(2) a book chosen from a list of options, and (3) a creative project based on your chosen text. There are further
details and directions in the pages below.

You are now entering a whole new chapter of your life, one filled with exciting challenges and difficult decisions.
Build upon your hard work by actively practicing time management. There will be times you are so stressed you
will want to drop everything. There will be times you fall behind. Learning how to manage your time and allocate
your brain power is a huge advantage. Please take this to heart. Finally, remember that you are not alone! If you
have a question or if you fall behind, say something!You all have the resources to succeed.

Please turn in your summer assignment on the first day of school. Your grade will be deducted 10 points for each
day late. Do not hesitate to email me with any questions or concerns. I want to wish you good luck this year in
everything that you do. This is going to be an amazing year for all of us, so enjoy!

Sincerely,

Mr. Santon�

Francisco Santoni
10th Grade ELA Teacher
BelovED Community Charter School Network
fsantoni@belovedccs.org

mailto:fsantoni@belovedccs.org


2021-2022 10th Grade Summer Reading Task

Part I: Non-Fiction Text

★ Read The Success Principles for Teens: How to Get From Where You Are to Where
You Want to Be by Jack Canfield and Kent Healy.

The Success Principles for Teens is a roadmap for every young person. It doesn't
matter if your goal is to become a better student or athlete, start a business, make
millions of dollars, or simply find guidance and direction, the principles in this book
always work, if you work the principles.

Part #1 Directions:

1. Personal Plan For Success: Document at least (5) five principles of success based on what you have read
that are the most meaningful to you. Make sure you:

a) summarize the specific chapter/section.
b) choose a quote from the text, explain how you make a personal connection and can apply the
principle to your life. Write a detailed response that presents your thoughts and analysis of the
text.
c) This assignment MUST be typed in the attached page below.

2. Reflection: In this exercise, we want you to examine your dreams, goals, and hopes that you most want
for yourself. This exercise will help you come up with a few dreams that you’d like to accomplish
during your Sophomore year and the rest of high school. As you create your dreams, try to make
connections with your values and beliefs. As you think about your dreams, think about these following
questions:

a) “What do I want?” (Dream)
b) “What’s stopping me?” (Fears/ Obstacles)
c) “What am I going to do about it?” (Action)
d) “Who can help me?” (Support)

Additional Questions: (1) By June 2021, what do you want to have achieved by this point, both
academically and personally? Make a list of at least two things. (2) Four years from now what will you
want to have achieved at this point in your life? Make a list of at least 3 things.



Part II: Fiction Text

★ Read ONE of the fiction options from the list below. While you read, complete the attached
Dialectical Journal. This journal will help you prepare for a writing activity we will be
working on during the first few weeks of school. Then complete a creative task on the novel
you have chosen.

If We Were Villains by M.L. Rio: Oliver Marks has just served ten years in jail - for a murder he may or may
not have committed. On the day he's released, he's greeted by the man who put him in prison. Detective
Colborne is retiring, but before he does, he wants to know what really happened a decade ago. As one of seven
young actors studying Shakespeare at an elite arts college, Oliver and his friends play the same roles onstage
and off: hero, villain, tyrant, temptress, ingenue, extra. But when the casting changes, and the secondary
characters usurp the stars, the plays spill dangerously over into life, and one of them is found dead. The rest face
their greatest acting challenge yet: convincing the police, and themselves, that they are blameless.

People Kill People by Ellen Hopkins: People kill people. Guns just make it easier. A gun is sold in the
classifieds after killing a spouse, bought by a teenager for needed protection. But which was it? Each has the
incentive to pick up a gun, to fire it. Was it Rand or Cami, married teenagers with a young son? Was it Silas or
Ashlyn, members of a white supremacist youth organization? Daniel, who fears retaliation because of his race,
who possessively clings to Grace, the love of his life? Or Noelle, who lost everything after a devastating
accident, and has sunk quietly into depression? One tense week brings all six people into close contact in a town
wrought with political and personal tensions. Someone will fire. And someone will die. But who?



The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger: The narrator of The Catcher in the Rye is a child of sixteen, a native
New Yorker named Holden Caulfield. Through circumstances that tend to preclude adult, secondhand
description, he leaves his prep school in Pennsylvania and goes underground in New York City for three days.
There are many voices in this novel: children's voices, adult voices, underground voices-but Holden's voice is
the most eloquent of all. Transcending his own vernacular, yet remaining marvelously faithful to it, he issues a
perfectly articulated cry of mixed pain and pleasure. However, like most lovers and clowns and poets of the
higher orders, he keeps most of the pain to, and for, himself. The pleasure he gives away, or sets aside, with all
his heart. It is there for the reader who can handle it to keep.

Sold by Patricia McCormick: Lakshmi is a thirteen-year-old girl who lives with her family in a small hut in
the mountains of Nepal. Her family is desperately poor, but her life is full of simple pleasures, like raising her
black-and-white speckled goat, and having her mother brush her hair by the light of an oil lamp. But when the
harsh Himalayan monsoons wash away all that remains of the family’s crops, Lakshmi’s stepfather says she
must leave home and take a job to support her family. He introduces her to a glamorous stranger who tells her
she will find her a job as a maid working for a wealthy woman in the city. Glad to be able to help, Lakshmi
undertakes the long journey to India and arrives at “Happiness House” full of hope. But she soon learns the
unthinkable truth: she has been sold into prostitution. Lakshmi’s life becomes a nightmare from which she
cannot escape. Still, she lives by her mother’s words – “Simply to endure is to triumph” – and gradually, she
forms friendships with the other girls that enable her to survive in this terrifying new world. Then the day comes
when she must make a decision – will she risk everything for a chance to reclaim her life?

Drown by Junot Diaz: With ten stories that move from the barrios of the Dominican Republic to the struggling
urban communities of New Jersey, Junot Diaz makes his remarkable debut. Diaz's work is unflinching and
strong, and these stories crackle with an electric sense of discovery. Diaz evokes a world in which fathers are
gone, mothers fight with grim determination for their families and themselves, and the next generation inherits
the casual cruelty, devastating ambivalence, and knowing humor of lives circumscribed by poverty and
uncertainty. In Drown, Diaz has harnessed the rhythms of anger and release, frustration and joy, to indelible
effect.

The Perks of Being A Wallflower by Stephen Chbosky: This is the story of what it's like to grow up in high
school. More intimate than a diary, Charlie's letters are singular and unique, hilarious and devastating. We may
not know where he lives. We may not know to whom he is writing. All we know is the world he shares. Caught
between trying to live his life and trying to run from it puts him on a strange course through uncharted territory.
The world of first dates and mixtapes, family dramas and new friends. The world of sex, drugs, and The Rocky
Horror Picture Show, when all one requires is that the perfect song on that perfect drive to feel infinite.
Through Charlie, Stephen Chbosky has created a deeply affecting coming-of-age story, a powerful novel that
will spirit you back to those wild and poignant roller coaster days known as growing up.

I’m Not Dying With You Tonight by Kimberly Jones and Gilly Segal: Lena has her killer style, her awesome
boyfriend, and a plan. She knows she's going to make it big. Campbell, on the other hand, is just trying to keep
her head down and get through the year at her new school. When both girls attend the Friday-night football
game, what neither expects is for everything to descend into sudden mass chaos. Chaos born from violence and
hate. Chaos that unexpectedly throws them together. They aren't friends. They hardly understand the other's



point of view. But none of that matters when the city is up in flames, and they only have each other to rely on if
they're going to survive the night

PART I: Non-fiction Reflection

Personal Plan for
High School Success

Directions: Respond to each of the following prompts based on your reading of
The Success Principles for Teens: How to Get From Where You Are to Where You
Want to Be by Jack Canfield and Kent Healy. Document at least five principles of
success based on what you have read that are most meaningful to you. For each
prompt, 1) write a thoughtful, detailed response and 2) include a piece of cited
textual evidence that supports your response.

1.

Principle of Success #1:

Summary of the chapter/section:

Quotation with detailed thoughts/analysis:

2.

Principle of Success #2:

Summary of the chapter/section:

Quotation with detailed thoughts/analysis:

3.

Principle of Success #3:

Summary of the chapter/section:



Quotation with detailed thoughts/analysis:

4.

Principle of Success #4:

Summary of the chapter/section:

Quotation with detailed thoughts/analysis:

5.

Principle of Success #5:

Summary of the chapter/section:

Quotation with detailed thoughts/analysis:



Reflection
6. What do I want? (Dream)

7. What’s stopping me? (Fears/Obstacles)

8. What am I going to do about it? (Action)

9. Who can help me? (Support)

10. (1) By August 2021, what do you want to have achieved by this point, both academically and
personally? Make a list of at least two things. (2) Four years from now what will you want to have
achieved at this point in your life? Make a list of at least 3 things.

1:



2:



PART II: Fiction Analysis

Dialectical Journal

The term “Dialectic” means “the art or practice of arriving at the truth by using conversation involving question
and answer.” Think of your dialectical journal as a series of conversations with the text you are reading this
summer. The process is meant to help you develop a better understanding of your chosen novel. Later, you will
use your journal to incorporate your personal responses to the text and your ideas about its themes into our class
discussions and writing activities. You will find that it is a useful way to process what you’re reading, prepare
yourself for class discussions, and gather textual evidence.

PROCEDURE:
1. As you read, choose passages that stand out to you and record them in the left-hand column of the chart.

Include the page number.
2. In the right column, write your response to the text (ideas/insights, questions, reflections, and comments

on each passage)
3. You must label your responses using the following codes:

○ (Q) Question – ask about something in the passage that is unclear
○ (C) Connect – make a connection to your life, the world, or another text
○ (P) Predict – anticipate what will occur based on what’s in the passage
○ (CL) Clarify – answer earlier questions or confirm/disaffirm a prediction
○ (R) Reflect – think deeply about what the passage means in a broad sense –

What conclusions can you draw about the world, about human nature, or just the way things
work?

○ (E) Evaluate - make a judgment about what the author is trying to say
4. Use this chart to analyze twenty (20) text passages minimum. Passages should be from the novel as a

whole, not just one section. Track the passages in order. Also, use each response code 3-4 times so you
are practicing all of the dialectical journal skills.

Example

Quote Page Code Response

“The Radley Place fascinated
Dill. In spite of our warnings
and explanations it drew him as
the moon draws water, but drew
him no nearer than the
light-pole on the corner, a safe
distance from the Radley gate.
There he would stand, his arm
around the fat pole, staring and
wondering.”

6 C This reminds me of a house in my
neighborhood, just around the block from
mine. It looks old and abandoned. My
friends and I used to be really fascinated
by the mystery of it. We would tell stories
about what had happened to the family
who lived there. Now that I’m older, the
house looks less frightening to me. Now it
just makes me sad. I wish a new family
would move in and spruce it up.



Novel Title:
Author:

Quote Page Code Response







PART I: Fiction Assignment

Creative Assignment

Complete ONE of the following assignments based on your chosen novel. You will complete this assignment on
a separate document or platform that you will share with me during the first week of school.

❏ Poem or Lyrics
● Write a poem or song (40 line minimum) to represent a major theme, character,

motif, phrase, piece of dialogue, or plot element of your choice. Then write two
paragraphs explaining how the poem or song relates and represents your reading.

● The poem or song must have a title.
● Use descriptive words and figurative language.

❏ TikTok Journal
● Create a TikTok account dedicated only to this project.
● Record a series of TikTok videos based on your novel. You should create a

minimum of five (5) videos. Any additional videos you create would be
appreciated and encouraged, but optional:

○ TikTok #1: Record a book review. What are your thoughts on the book as
a whole? Thumbs up? Thumbs down? What did you like or dislike? Check
out other TikTok book reviews to see some models. #BookTok

○ TikTok #2-4: Reenact three favorite scenes from the novel. You may
involve parents, siblings, friends--or even pets!--to take on the character
roles, in addition to yourself. Or, if you want to do some inventive editing
and costume work, you can play all the characters yourself.

○ TikTok #5: Find an existing sound on TikTok that relates to your book in
some way. Create a video that demonstrates how the sound ties into the
novel.

❏ Playlist
● Brainstorm ten (10) songs that would work as a “soundtrack” to the novel.
● Create a slideshow or a list of the songs. For each one, include the song’s title,

musical artist, and a 2-3 sentence explanation of how it fits a scene or character in
the novel. Your list or slideshow should be colorful and inviting for the viewer.
All of your writing should be proofread. Be sure to include specific text evidence
to support your choices.

❏ Graphic Novel



● Design and illustrate a graphic novel (comic book) version of an important scene
from the novel.

● Your graphic novel should be at least five pages in length. If you are artistically
gifted, this is an opportunity to show what you can do!

❏ Social Media Profile
● Create social media profiles for three characters in your novel.
● Each character’s social media profile should include captioned photos, a full

character bio, and at least five (5) “posts.” Should be based on Instagram,
Facebook, or Twitter.

● There should be communication between the characters as if they are
experiencing the events of the novel in real time.

● You may create actual accounts or simply create “mock” accounts on Google
Docs or Google Slides.


